
31

THE PERSON AND 
SAVING WORK OF 
CHRIST

THE SOVEREIGN GRACE CHURCHES 

STATEMENT OF FAITH

Editors’ note: Sovereign Grace Churches is a confessional family of churches. Our 

Statement of Faith represents a summary of the teaching of Scripture on key points 

of doctrine essential to the beliefs, conduct, and witness of our churches. Sections 

on “The Person of Jesus Christ” and “The Saving Work of Jesus Christ” are includ-

ed here to celebrate the glory of Christ our treasure. The full Statement of Faith, 

with Scripture references included in each section, is available on our website at 

sovereigngrace.com. 

The Person of Jesus Christ

Incarnation and Two Natures 

In the fullness of time God the Father sent his eternal Son, the second person 
of the Trinity, into the world as Jesus the Christ. He was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, taking on himself a fully human 
nature with all its attributes and frailties, yet without sin. In this union, 
two whole, perfect, and distinct natures were inseparably joined together 
in the one person of the divine Son without confusion, mixture, or change. 
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Our Redeemer acted in and through both his human and divine natures, in 
ways appropriate to each, with both natures being preserved and neither 
diminished by the other. Yet both his human and divine natures are united 
and find expression in the one person of the eternal Son. Thus, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, God the Son incarnate, is fully God and fully man, able to be 
our all-sufficient savior and the only mediator between God and man.

Earthly Life and Ministry 

As God’s incarnate Son, our Lord Jesus Christ inaugurated the kingdom 
of God, fulfilling God’s saving purposes and all Old Testament prophecies 
about the One to come: he is the Seed of the woman, the Seed of Abraham, 
the Prophet like Moses, the Priest after the order of Melchizedek, the Son of 
David, the Suffering Servant, and God’s appointed Messiah. As such he was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit and lived a sinless life in complete obedience to 
his Father. Jesus entered into full human existence, enduring the common 
infirmities, temptations, and sufferings of mankind. He perfectly revealed 
the character of God, taught with divine authority and utter truthfulness, 
extended God’s love and compassion, and demonstrated his lordship through 
the working of miracles and the exercise of divine prerogatives.

Death, Resurrection, and Reign 

Having fully obeyed his Father in life, our Savior was also obedient unto 
death. He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, dying a substitutionary death 
for the sins of his people. He was buried and arose bodily from the dead on 
the third day, vindicating his identity and saving work as God’s Messiah 
and guaranteeing the defeat of death, our future resurrection, and the glo-
rification of our physical bodies. Forty days later Jesus ascended bodily to 
heaven, where he is now enthroned at the right hand of God, reigning over 
all things, and interceding for his people as their Great High Priest. One day 
he will return to judge all people and angels, putting all his enemies under 
his feet and dwelling with his people forever.

The Saving Work of Jesus Christ 

The Humiliation of Christ in His Saving Work 

In the entirety of his life and death, Jesus Christ humbled himself to serve 
as our mediator in obedience to his Father’s saving purposes. As the second 



33

Adam, his sinless life of wholehearted obedience to God’s law obtained the 
gift of perfect righteousness and eternal life for all of God’s elect. In his 
substitutionary death on behalf of his people, Christ offered himself by 
the Spirit as a perfect sacrifice, which satisfied the demands of God’s law 
by paying the full penalty for their sins. On the cross, Christ bore our sins, 
took our punishment, propitiated God’s wrath against us, vindicated God’s 
righteousness, and purchased our redemption in order that we might be 
reconciled to God and live with him in blessed fellowship forever.

The Efficacy of Christ’s Saving Work 

God the Father was pleased to accept Christ’s sacrifice as a complete atone-
ment for sin, raising him to new life and vindicating his identity and work as 
the Messiah. For those who place their faith in Jesus Christ, God’s righteous-
ness requires no further sacrifice for sin, nor is there any human achieve-
ment or merit to be added to Christ’s accomplishment. The atoning work 
of Christ is wholly efficacious, securing the full salvation of all the elect by 
purchasing the forgiveness of sins, the gifts of faith and repentance, eternal 
life, and every other blessing that comes to God’s people. As the sole and 
sufficient atonement for sin, Christ’s saving work is to be proclaimed to all 
people without exception as the only means of reconciliation with God. 
There is no other mediator between God and man than our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and he will receive with redeeming love all who come to him in faith.

The Exaltation of Christ in His Saving Work 

The exaltation of Christ in his resurrection, ascension, and reign reveals the 
full glory of his mediatorial work. Raised by the power of God, Christ tri-
umphed over sin, death, and Satan, and, as the firstfruits of the new creation, 
gives eternal life to all who are united to him by faith. Having ascended to the 
Father’s right hand, Christ pours out the Spirit on his people and intercedes 
on their behalf as a Great High Priest, constantly advocating their cause and 
granting them access into God’s presence. As the exalted Lord, Christ reigns 
with all authority as universal king and head of his church, governing the 
affairs of men and nations and empowering his people to be victorious over 
sin and Satan. The consummation of Christ’s saving work will occur when 
he returns to judge the world in righteousness, deliver the kingdom to his 
Father, and receive eternal worship as King of kings and Lord of lords.




